
Arland Thornton 
Vita 

Page 1 
 
 

September 2008 
 

Vita 
 

Arland Thornton 
 
Institute for Social Research     Department of Sociology 
The University of Michigan      The University of Michigan 
426 Thompson       3012 LS&A Building 
Ann Arbor, MI  48106-1248     Ann Arbor, MI  48104-1382 
 
(734) 763-5015      (734) 764-6324 
(734) 615-3557 (fax)      (734) 763-6887 (fax) 
 
arlandt@umich.edu (e-mail) 
 
Education 
 

B.S. Sociology, Brigham Young University, 1968 
M.A. Sociology, The University of Michigan, 1973 
Ph.D. Sociology, The University of Michigan, 1975 

 
Professional Positions 
 

1977-present Lecturer to Professor, Department of Sociology, The University of 
Michigan (Associate Chair, 1986-1987) 

 
1975-present Assistant Research Scientist to Research Professor, Survey Research 

Center, Institute for Social Research, The University of Michigan 
 
1983-present Research Affiliate to Research Professor, Population Studies Center, The 

University of Michigan (Associate Director, 1995-1997; Acting Director, 
1997-1998; Director, 2003-2008) 

 
2005-present Faculty Associate, Center for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan 
 

 
Special Awards or Honorary Positions 
 
National Science Foundation Fellowship, 1971-1975.   
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Member, Family and Child Well-Being Research Network, National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development, 1993-1999. 
 
Council Member, Sociology of Children Section, American Sociological Association, 1995-1998. 
 
Otis Dudley Duncan Book Award for Social Change and the Family in Taiwan, given by the 
Population Section of the American Sociological Association, 1995. 
 
Goode Distinguished Book Award for Social Change and the Family in Taiwan, given by the 
Family Section of the American Sociological Association, 1995. 
 
Excellence in Research Award, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. University of 
Michigan, 1995. 
 
Population Research Subcommittee, National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 
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Distinguished Career Award, Family Section, American Sociological Association, 2000. 
 
President, Population Association of America, 2001. 
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Listed in Who’s Who in America, 2006-present. 
Listed as ISI Highly Cited, 2006-present. 
 
Books 
 
Thornton, A. and Lin, H. S.  Social Change and the Family in Taiwan.  Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1994.   
 
Waite, L., Bachrach, C., Hindin, M., Thomson, E., and Thornton, A. (eds.)  Ties That Bind: 

Perspectives on Marriage and Cohabitation.  Hawthorne: Aldine de Gruyter, 2000. 
 
Thornton, A. (ed).  The Well-Being of Children and Families: Research and Data Needs.  Ann 

Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001.  
 
Thornton, A.  Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental 

Paradigm on Family Life. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005. 
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Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G., and Yu Xie. Marriage and Cohabitation. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2007. 
 
Jayakody, R., Thornton, A., and Axinn, W. G. (eds.) International Family Change: Ideational 

Perspectives. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2008. 
 
 
 
Articles and Chapters 
 
Iams, H. M. and Thornton, A.  “Decomposition of Differences: A Cautionary Note,” Sociological 

Methods and Research, Vol. 3, No. 3, 1975. 
 
Thornton, A.  Fertility Change After the Baby Boom: The Role of Economic Stress, Female 

Employment and Education.  Final Report to the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development, 1976. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Decomposing the Re-marriage Process.”  Population Studies, Vol. 31, No. 2, 1977, 

383-392. 
 
Thornton, A.  “The First Generation Family and Second Generation Fertility,” In G. J. Duncan and 

J. N. Morgan (eds.) Five Thousand American Families, Vol. V.  Ann Arbor: Institute for 
Social Research, 1977. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Children and Marital Stability.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 39, No. 

3, 1977, 531-540. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Marital Instability Differentials and Interactions: Insights from Multivariate 

Contingency Table Analysis.”  Sociology and Social Research, Vol. 62, No. 4, 1978, 572-595. 
 
Thornton, A.  “The Relationship Between Fertility and Income, Relative Income, and Subjective 

Well-Being.”  Research in Population Economics, Vol. 1, 1978, 261-290. 
 
Hoffman, L. W., Thornton, A., and Manis, J. D.  “The Value of Children to Parents in the United 

States.”  Journal of Population: Behavioral, Social, and Environmental Issues, Vol. 1, No. 2, 
1978, 91-131. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Marital Dissolution, Remarriage, and Childbearing.”  Demography, Vol. 15, No. 3, 

1978, 361-380. 
 
Freedman, D. S. and Thornton, A.  “The Long-Term Impact of Pregnancy at Marriage on the 

Family's Economic Circumstances.”  Family Planning Perspectives, Vol. 11, No. 1, 1979, 6-
20. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Religion and Fertility: The Case of Mormonism.”  Journal of Marriage and the 

Family, Vol. 41, No. 1, 1979, 131-142. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Fertility and Income, Consumption Aspirations, and Child Quality Standards.”  

Demography, Vol. 16, No. 1, 1979, 157-175. 

http://www.psc.isr.umich.edu/pubs/books/marriage_and_cohabitation/
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Freedman, D. S., Thornton, A., and Camburn, D.  “Maintaining Response Rates in Longitudinal 

Studies: The Care and Nurture of Respondents.”  Asian and Pacific Census Forum, Vol. 5, No. 
4, 1979, 1-8. 

 
Thornton, A. and Camburn, D.  “Fertility, Sex Role Attitudes, and Labor Force Participation.”  

Psychology of Women Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1979, 61-80. 
 
Thornton, A. and Freedman, D. S.  “Changes in the Sex Role Attitudes of Women, 1962-1977: 

Evidence from a Panel Study.”  American Sociological Review, Vol. 44, No. 5, 1979, 831-
842. 

 
Thornton, A.  “The Influence of First Generation Fertility and Economic Status on Second 

Generation Fertility: Insights from Longitudinal Data.”  Population and Environment: 
Behavioral and Social Issues, Vol. 3, No. 1, 1980, 51-72. 

 
Thornton, A. and Kim, J.  “Perceived Impact of Financial Considerations on Childbearing in the 

United States.”  Research in Population Economics, Vol. 2, 1980, 351-363. 
 
Freedman, D. S., Thornton, A., and Camburn, D.  “Maintaining Response Rates in Longitudinal 

Studies.”  Sociological Methods and Research, Vol. 9, No. 1, 1980, 87-98. 
 
Freedman, R., Freedman, D. S., and Thornton, A.  “Changes in Fertility Expectations and 

Preferences Between 1962 and 1977: Their Relation to Final Parity.”  Demography, Vol. 17, 
No. 4, 1980, 365-378. 

 
Thornton, A.  “The Influence of Income and Aspirations on Childbearing: Evidence from 

Research Using Multiple Indicators from Multiple Data Sets.”  In W. Molt, H. A. Hartmann, 
and P. Stringer (eds.), Advances In Economic Psychology, Heidelberg, Germany: Edition 
Meyn, 1981, 211-231. 

 
Freedman, D. S., Thornton, A., and Wallisch, L.  “Age at First Birth and Family Size: Evidence 

from a Panel Study.”  Social Biology, Vol. 28, No. 3-4, 1981, 217-227. 
 
Freedman, D. S. and Thornton, A.  “Income and Fertility: The Elusive Relationship.”  

Demography, Vol. 19, No. 1, 1982, 65-78. 
 
Thornton, A., Freedman, D. S., and Camburn, D.  “Obtaining Respondent Cooperation in Family 

Panel Studies.”  Sociological Methods and Research, Vol. 11, No. 1, 1982.  Reprinted in D. H. 
Olson and B. C. Miller (eds.), Family Studies Review Yearbook, Vol. 2, Beverly Hills: Sage, 
1984, 33-51. 

 
Thornton, A. and Freedman, D. S.  “Changing Attitudes Toward Marriage and Single Life.”  

Family Planning Perspectives, Vol. 14, No. 6, 1982, 297-303.  Reprinted in O. Pocs and R. H. 
Walsh (eds.), Marriage and Family 84/85, Guilford, Connecticut: Dushkin, 1984.   

 
Thornton, A., Alwin, D. S., and Camburn, D.  “Causes and Consequences of Sex Role Attitudes 

and Attitude Change.”  American Sociological Review, Vol. 48, No. 2, April 1983, 211-227. 
 



Arland Thornton 
Vita 

Page 5 
 
 
Thornton, A. and Rodgers, W. L.  Changing Patterns of Marriage and Divorce in the United 

States. Final Report to the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 1983. 
 
Thornton, A. and Freedman, D.  “The Changing American Family.”  Population Bulletin, Vol. 38, 

No. 4, 1983.  Reprinted in Economic Outlook, USA, Vol. 11, No. 4, 85-90, Vol. 12, No. 2, 34-
38. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Transformations of American Society and Family Life.”  In Broken Families: 

Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Family and Human Services, United States Senate, 
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1984. 

Thornton, A., Freedman, R., and Freedman, D. S.  “Further Reflections on Changes in Fertility 
Expectations and Preferences.”  Demography, Vol. 21, No. 3, 1984, 423-429. 

 
Thornton, A., Chang, M. C., and Sun, T. H.  “Social and Economic Change, Intergenerational  

Relationships, and Family Formation in Taiwan.”  Demography, Vol. 21, No. 4, 1984, 475-
499. Reprinted in F. Andrews (ed.), Research on the Quality of Life, Ann Arbor, Michigan: 
Institute for Social Research, 1986. 

 
Alwin, D. F. and Thornton, A.  “Family Origins and the Schooling Process: Early versus Late 

Influence of Parental Characteristics.”  American Sociological Review, Vol. 49, No. 6, 1984, 
784-802. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Changing Attitudes Toward Separation and Divorce: Causes and Consequences.” 

American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 90, No. 4, 1985, 856-872. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Reciprocal Influences of Family and Religion in a Changing World.”  Journal of 

Marriage and the Family, Vol. 47, No. 2, 1985, 381-394.  Reprinted in D. L. Thomas (ed.), 
The Religion and Family Connection: Social Science Perspectives. Provo, Utah: Brigham 
Young University Press, 1988, 27-50. 

 
Rodgers, W. L. and Thornton, A.  “Changing Patterns of First Marriage in the United States.” 

Demography, Vol. 22, No. 2, 1985, 265-279. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Modernization and Family Change.”  In D. Edgar (ed.), Social Change and Family 

Policies. Melbourne, Australia: Institute of Family Studies, 1985.   
 
Caldwell, J. C., Caldwell, P., Freedman, D., Freedman, R., and Thornton, A.  Household and 

Family Variables in Fertility Studies: Theory, Methodology, and Illustrative Questions for 
Fertility Surveys.  Report to Demographic and Health Surveys, Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation, 1985. 

 
Thornton, A. (with the collaboration of D. Alwin, D. Camburn, M. Studer, and M. Weinstein).  

Family and Institutional Factors in Adolescent Sexuality.  Final Report to the Office of 
Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, 1986. 

 
Thornton, A., Freedman, R., Sun, T. H., and Chang, M. C.  “Intergenerational Relations and 

Reproductive Behavior in Taiwan.”  Demography, Vol. 23, No. 2, 1986, 185-197. 
 
Thornton, A.  “The Fragile Family.”  Family Planning Perspectives, Vol. 18, No. 5, 1986, 243-

244. 
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Studer, M. and Thornton, A.  “Adolescent Religiosity and Contraceptive Usage.”  Journal of 

Marriage and the Family, Vol. 49, No. 1, 1987, 117-128. 
 
Thornton, A. and Rodgers, W. L.,  “The Influence of Individual and Historical Time on Marital 

Dissolution.”  Demography, Vol. 24, No. 1, 1987, 1-22. 
 
Thornton, A.  “The Family in the Information Society.”  Women and Natural Resources. Vol. 8, 

No. 4, 1987, 40-42. 
 
Thornton, A. and Camburn, D.  “The Influence of the Family on Premarital Sexual Attitudes and 

Behavior.”  Demography, Vol. 24, No. 3, 1987, 323-340. 
 
Thornton, A., Lin, H. S., and Lee, M. L.  “Social Change, the Family, and Well Being.”  In 

Conference on Economic Development and Social Welfare in Taiwan. Taipei, Taiwan: The 
Institute of Economics, Academia Sinica 1987, 417-452. 

 
Thornton, A. and Fricke, T.  “Social Change and the Family: Comparative Perspectives from the 

West, China, and South Asia.”  Sociological Forum, Vol. 2, No. 4, 1987.  Reprinted in J.M. 
Stycos (ed.) Demography as an Interdiscipline. New Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction 
Press, 1989, 746-779.  

   
Freedman, D., Thornton, A., Camburn, D., Alwin, D., and Young-DeMarco, L.  “The Life History 

Calendar: A Technique for Collecting Retrospective Data.”  In C. C. Clogg (ed.) Sociological 
Methodology, Vol. 18, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1988, 37-68. 

   
Thornton, A.  “Cohabitation and Marriage in the 1980s.”  Demography, Vol. 25, No. 4, 1988, 497-

508. 
 
Weinstein, M. and Thornton, A.  “Mother-Child Relations and Adolescent Sexual Attitudes and 

Behavior.”  Demography, Vol. 26, No. 4, 1989, 563-577. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Review of American Families and Households by James A. Sweet and Larry L. 

Bumpass.”  American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 95, No. 1, l989, 191-192. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Changing Attitudes Toward Family Issues in the United States.”  Journal of 

Marriage and the Family, Vol. 51, No. 4, 1989, 873-898. 
 
Thornton, A. and Camburn, D.  “Religious Participation and Adolescent Sexual Behavior and 

Attitudes.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 51, No. 3, 1989, 641-653. 
 
Studer, M. and Thornton, A.  “The Multifaceted Impact of Religiosity on Adolescent Sexual 

Experience and Contraceptive Use: A Reply to Shornak and Ahmed.”  Journal of Marriage 
and the Family, Vol. 51, 1989. 

 
Thornton, A. and Axinn, W. G.  “Changing Patterns of Marital Formation and Dissolution in the 

United States: Demographic Implications.”  In Proceedings of the General Conference of the 
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 1989. 
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Freedman, D. S. and Thornton, A.  “The Consumption Aspirations of Adolescents: Determinants 

and Implications.”  Youth and Society, Vol. 21, No. 3, 1990, 259-281. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Measuring Union Formation and Dissolution in National Surveys.”  In National 

Survey of Family Growth—Mission for the 1990s Conference Proceedings, U.S. Dept. Health 
and Human Services, PHS, Centers for Disease Control, NCHS, Hyattsville, MD, 1990.   

 
Thornton, A.  “The Courtship Process and Adolescent Sexuality.”  Journal of Family Issues, Vol. 

11, No. 3, 1990, 239-273. 
 
Thornton, A.  Review of “Disturbing the Nest: Family Change and Decline in Modern Societies” 

by David Popenoe.  Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 19, No. 4, 1990, 602-604.   
 
Fricke, T. E., Thornton, A. and Dahal, D. R.  “Family Organization and the Wage Labor 

Transition in a Tamang Community of Nepal.”  Human Ecology, Vol. 18, No. 3, 1990, 283-
313.   

 
Thornton, A.  “Influence of the Marital History of Parents on the Marital and Cohabitational 

Experiences of Children.”  American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 96, No. 4, 1991, 868-894. 
 
Fricke, T. E., Dahal, D. R., Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G. and Rimal, K.P.  “Tamang Family 

Research Project Summary Report on Ethnographic and Survey Research Conducted March 
1987-January 1988.”  Report to Center for Nepal and Asian Studies, Tribhuvan University, 
Kirtipir, Nepal, 1991, 1-111. 

 
Axinn, W. G., Fricke, T.E., and Thornton, A.  “The Microdemographic Community-Study 

Approach: Improving Survey Data By Integrating The Ethnographic Method.”  Sociological 
Methods and Research, Vol. 20, No. 2, 1991, 187-217.   

 
Thornton, A.  “The Influence of the Parental Family on the Attitudes and Behavior of Children.”  

In S. J. South and S. E. Tolnay (eds.), The Changing American Family: Sociological and 
Demographic Perspectives.  Westview Press, 1992, 247-266. 

 
Axinn, W. G., and Thornton, A.  “The Relationship Between Cohabitation and Divorce: 

Selectivity or Causal Influence?”  Demography, Vol. 29, No. 3, 1992, 357-374.   
 
Axinn, W. G., and Thornton, A.  “The Influence of Parental Resources on the Timing of the 

Transition to Marriage.”  Social Science Research, Vol. 21, 1992, 261-285.   
 
Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G., and Hill, D. H.  “Reciprocal Effects of Religiosity, Cohabitation, and 

Marriage.”  American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 98, No. 3, 1992, 628-651.   
 
Thornton, A.  “Fostering Familism in Contemporary America.”  Review of The Minimal Family 

by Jan E. Dizard and Howard Gadlin.  Contemporary Psychology, Vol. 37, No. 2, 1992, 120-
122.  

 
Fricke, T. E., Axinn, W. G., and Thornton, A.  “Marriage, Social Inequality, and Women's Contact 

with Their Natal Families in Alliance Societies: Two Tamang Examples.”  American 
Anthropologist, Vol. 95, No. 2, 1993, 395-419.   
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Thornton, A., Young-DeMarco, L., and Goldscheider, F.  “Leaving the Parental Nest: The 

Experience of a Young White Cohort in the 1980s.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 
55, No. 1, 1993, 216-229.   

 
Hill, D. H., Axinn, W. G., and Thornton, A.  “Competing Hazards with Correlated Unmeasured 

Risk Factors.”  Sociological Methodology, Vol. 23, 1993, 245-277.   
 
Axinn, W. G. and Thornton, A.  “Mothers, Children, and Cohabitation: The Intergenerational 

Effects of Attitudes and Behavior.”  American Sociological Review, Vol. 58, No. 2, 1993, 
233-246. 

 
Goldscheider, F., Thornton, A., and Young-DeMarco, L.  “A Portrait of the Nest-Leaving Process 

in Early Adulthood.”  Demography, Vol. 30, No. 4, 1993, 683-699.   
 
Dahal, D. R., Fricke, T. and Thornton, A.  “The Family Contexts of Marriage Timing in Nepal.” 

Ethnology, Vol. 32, No. 4, 1993, 305-323.   
 
Thornton, A.  “Contemporary Attitudes and Studies of Human Sexuality and Family Life.”  In R. 

E. Smith (ed.), Communicating the Catholic Vision of Life, Chapter 2.  Braintree, Mass: The 
Pope John Center, 1993, 11-26.   

 
Thornton, A.  Review of America's Children: Resources from Family, Government, and the 

Economy by D. J. Hernandez, New York: Russell Sage, 1993 in Population Research and 
Policy Review, Vol. 12, No. 3, 1993, 317-318. 

 
Axinn, W. G., Clarkberg, M. E., and Thornton, A.  “Family Influences on Family Size 

Preferences.”  Demography, Vol. 31, No. 1, 1994, 65-79.   
 
Thornton, A. and Freedman, D.  “Intergenerational Panel Study of Parents and Children: 1962-

1985.”  In J. J. Card and Associates, The American Family, New York: Garland Publishing, 
1994, pp 25-I to 25-11.   

 
Thornton, A.  “Comparative and Historical Perspectives on Marriage, Divorce, and Family Life.” 

Utah Law Review, Vol. 1994, No. 2, 1994, 587-604.   
 
Thornton, A., Orbuch, T. L., and Axinn, W. G.  “Parent-Child Relationships During the Transition 

to Adulthood.”  Journal of Family Issues, Vol. 16, No. 5, 1995, 538-564. 
 
Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G., and Teachman, J.  “The Influence of School Enrollment and 

Accumulation on Cohabitation and Marriage in Early Adulthood.”  American Sociological 
Review, Vol. 60, No. 5, 1995, 762-774. 

 
Thornton, A.  “Perspectives on Changing Marriage, Sexuality, and Family Life.”  Bulletin of the 

Center for Regional Studies, Ryukoku University, Japan, (in Japanese), No. 5, 1995, 26-35. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Attitudes, Values, and Norms Related to Nonmarital Fertility.”  Report to Congress 

on Out-of-Wedlock Childbearing, DHHS Pub. No. (PHS) 95-1257.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1995, 201-216. 
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The Family and Child Well-Being Research Network.  “New Social Indicators of Child Well-

Being.”  Eurosocial Report, Vol. 56, 1995.   
 
Axinn, W. G. and Thornton, A.  “The Influence of Parents' Marital Dissolutions on Children's 

Attitudes Toward Family Formation.”  Demography, Vol. 33, No. 1, 1996, 66-81. 
 
Thornton, A.  “Comparative and Historical Perspectives on Marriage, Divorce, and Family Life.” 

In D. Popenoe, J.B. Elshtain and D. Blankenhorn (eds.) Promises to Keep, Chapter 4. Lanham, 
Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 1996, 69-87. 

 
Caspi, A.,  Moffitt, T. E., Thornton, A., Freedman, D., Amell, J. W., Harrington, H., Smeijers, J.,  

and Silva, P. A.  “The Life History Calendar: A Research and Clinical Assessment Method for 
Collecting Retrospective Event-History Data.”  International Journal of Methods in Psychiatric 
Research, Vol. 6, 1996, 101-114. 

 
Axinn, W. G., Duncan, G. J. and Thornton, A.  “The Effects of Parental Income, Wealth and 

Attitudes on Children's Completed Schooling and Self-Esteem.”  In J. Brooks-Gunn & G. 
Duncan (eds.) Growing Up Poor, New York: Russell Sage, 1997. 

 
Fricke, T., Thornton, A., and Dahal, D. R.  “Netting in Nepal: Social Change, the Life Course, and 

Brideservice in Sangila.”  Human Ecology, Vol. 26, 1998, 213-237. 
 
Thornton, A., Arnaudo, D., Marsiglio, B., Sugland, B. and Waite, L.  “Data and Research Needs 

Concerning Union Formation and Dissolution.”  In Federal Interagency Forum on Child and 
Family Statistics, Nurturing Fatherhood: Improving Data and Research on Male Fertility, 
Family Formation, and Fatherhood, 1998, pp. 295-325. 

 
Axinn, W. G., Barber, J. S., and Thornton, A.  “The Long Term Impact of Parents' Childbearing 

Decisions on Children's Self-Esteem.”  Demography, Vol. 35, No.4, 1998, 435-443. 
 
Axinn, W. G., Barber, J. S., and Thornton, A.  “Values and Beliefs  as Determinants of Outcomes 

in Children's Lives.”  In A. Booth, A. C. Crouter, and M. J. Shanahan (eds.) Transitions to 
Adulthood in a Changing Economy: No Work, No Family, No Future? Westport, CT: 
Greenwood, 1999, 118-127. 

 
Yabiku, S. T., Axinn, W. G., and Thornton, A.  “Family Integration and Children's Self Esteem.”  

American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 104, No. 5, 1999, 1494-1524. 
 
Barber, J.S., Axinn, W.G. and Thornton, A.  “Unwanted Childbearing, Health, and Mother-Child 

Relationships.”  Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Vol. 40, No. 3, 1999, 231-257. 
 
Yang, L. S., Thornton, A., and Fricke, T.  “Religion and Family Formation in Taiwan: The 

Decline of Ancestral Authority.”  In S. K. Houseknecht and J. G. Pankhurst (eds.) Family, 
Religion,  and Social Change in Diverse Societies.  New York: Oxford University Press, 
2000, 121-146. 

 
Orbuch, T. L., Thornton. A., and Cancio, J.  “The Impact of Marital Quality, Divorce, and 

Remarriage on the Relationships  Between Parents and Their Children.”  Marriage and Family 
Review, Vol. 29, No 4, 2000, 221-246. Also in H.E. Peters, G.W. Peterson, S.K. Steinmetz 
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and R.D. Day (eds.)  Fatherhood: Research, Interventions and Policies. New York: Haworth 
Press, 2000, pp. 221-246. 

   
Axinn, W. G. and Thornton, A.  “The Transformation in the Meaning of Marriage.”  In L. Waite, 

C. Bachrach, M. Hindin, E. Thomson, & A. Thornton, (eds.)  Ties That Bind: Perspectives on 
Marriage and Cohabitation. New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 2000, 147-165.  

 
Thornton, A.  “Introduction and Overview.” In A. Thornton (ed.)  The Well-Being of Children and 

Families: Research and Data Needs.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001, 3-27. 
 
Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G., Fricke, T., and Alwin, D. F.  “Values and Beliefs in the Lives of 

Children and Families.”  In A. Thornton (ed.)  The Well-Being of Children and Families: 
Research and Data Needs.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001, 215-243.  

 
Thornton, A., Brooks-Gunn, J., Duncan, G., Evans, J., Moore, K., Peters, E., Runyan, D., and 

Teachman, J.  “Recommendations.”  In A. Thornton (ed.)  The Well-Being of Children and 
Families: Research and Data Needs.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001, 437-
448.  

 
Goldscheider, F., Thornton, A., and Yang, L. S.  “Helping Out the Kids: Expectations about 

Parental Support in Young Adulthood.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 63, No. 3, 
2001, 727-740.  

 
Thornton, A. and Young-DeMarco, L.  “Four Decades of Trends in Attitudes Toward Family 

Issues in the United States: The 1960s Through the 1990s.”  Journal of Marriage and the 
Family, Vol. 63, No. 4, 2001, 1009-1037. 

 
Thornton, A.  “The Developmental Paradigm, Reading History Sideways, and Family Change.”  

Demography, Vol. 38, No. 4, 2001, 449-465. 
 
Thornton, A., Freedman, R., and Axinn, W. G.  “Intergenerational Panel Study of Parents and 

Children.”  In E. Phelps, F.F. Furstenberg Jr., and A. Colby (eds.) Looking at Lives: American 
Longitudinal Studies of the Twentieth Century.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2002, 
315-344. 

 
Thornton, A. and Binstock, G.  “The Reliability of Measurement and the Cross-Time Stability of 

Individual and Family Variables.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 63, No. 3, 2001, 
881-894. 

 
Axinn, W. G., Thornton, A., Yang, L.S., Young-DeMarco, L., and Yu Xie,  “Mother’s Reports of 

Children’s Family Formation Behavior.”  Social Science Research, Vol. 31, 2002, 257-283. 
 
Barber, J. S., W. G. Axinn, and A. Thornton. 2002. “The Influence of Attitudes on Family 

Formation Processes.” In R. Lesthaeghe (ed.) Meaning and Choice: Value Orientations and 
Life Course Decisions. Monograph 38, pp. 45-95. The Hague: Netherlands Interdisciplinary 
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Thornton, A.  Discussant at Session on the Intergenerational Consequences of Divorce.  Annual 

Meeting of the Population Association of America, April 1993.   
 
Thornton, A.  “Comparative and Historical Perspectives on Marriage.”  Presentation at Council on 

Families in America.  Marriage Symposium, New York, June 3-4, 1993.   
 
Thornton, A.  “Comparative and Historical Perspectives on Marriage, Divorce, and Family Life.”  

Presentation at Family Law Symposium, “Twenty-Five Years of Divorce Revolution,” 
University of Utah, October 15-16, 1993.   

 
Thornton, A., Axinn, W. G. and Teachman, J. D.  “The Influence of Educational Experiences on 

Cohabitation and Marriage in Early Adulthood.”  Presentation at annual meeting of Population 
Association of America, Miami, 1994.   

 
Axinn, W. G. and Thornton, A.  “The Influence of Parents' Marital Dissolutions on Children's 

Family Formation Attitudes.”  Paper presented at annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Los Angeles, 1994.   

 
Axinn, W. G., Duncan, G. J., and Thornton, A.  “The Effects of Parental Income, Wealth and 

Attitudes on Children's Completed Schooling and Self-Esteem.”  Paper presented at 
conference “Consequences of Growing Up Poor” sponsored by the NICHD Child and Family 
Well-Being Network and the Russell Sage Foundation, February 2-3, 1995, Washington, DC.   

 
Thornton, A.  “Social Change and the Family in Taiwan.”  Keynote address to the annual meeting 

of the Population Association of China, Taipei, March 4, 1995.   
 
Fricke, T., Thornton, A., and Dahal, D. R.  “Community and Family Context, Non-familial 

Experience, and First Marriage Timing: Quantitative and Qualitative Results from Nepal.”  
Paper presented at annual meeting of Population Association of America, San Francisco, April 
1995.   

 
Thornton, A.  “New Data Needed to Study Children and Youth.”  Organizer and chair at session 

of annual meeting of the Population Association of America, San Francisco, April 1995.   
 
Thornton, A., Orbuch, T., and Axinn, W. G.  “Parent-Child Relationships During the Transition to 

Adulthood.”  Paper  presented at annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, 
Washington, DC., August 1995. 

 
Yang, L.S., Thornton, A., and Hareven, T.  “Social Change from a Historical and Life Course 

Perspective: Comparisons of Family Changes in Taiwan and the United States.”  Paper 
presented at conference of the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, 
Taipei, Taiwan, January 1996. 

 
Thornton, A. and Young-Demarco, L.  “Measuring Union Formation and Dissolution in Surveys.” 

Paper presented to the Interagency Forum on Data Needs for Children and Families,    
Washington, D.C., May 1996. 



Arland Thornton 
Vita 

Page 14 
 

 
 
Thornton, A.  “Thoughts Concerning the Possibilities and Challenges in Combining Research 
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Child Health and Human Development, Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation, and Republic of 
China Committee for Scientific Cooperation with the United States of America (1988-1992).   
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Changing Social Contexts and Family Formation.  Co-Investigator.  National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development (1994-1999).   
 
Intergenerational Panel Study of Parents and Children.  Principal Investigator.  National Institute 

of Child Health and Human Development (1984-2000).  
 
Intergenerational Effects on Marriage and Cohabitation.  Principal Investigator.  National Institute 

of Child Health and Human Development (2000-2003). 
 
Research and Training in Developing Countries. Principal Investigator. Fogarty International 

Center (2003-2005). 
 
Population Studies Center Infrastructure Grant.  Principal Investigator.  National Institute of Child 
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Determinants of Marriage and Childbearing Attitudes.  Principal Investigator.  National Institute 
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Marriage and Family Review 
Population and Environment 
Population Studies 
Public Opinion Quarterly 
Social Forces 
Sociological Focus 
Sociological Inquiry 
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Reviewer for the National Science Foundation.   
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Associate Editor, Journal of Family Issues, 1984-1998.   
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Consultant, Colorado Adoption Project Young Adult Follow-Up: Nature and Nurture in Social 

Demography.  University of Colorado, 1998-present. 
 
Consultant, A Twin Family Study of Drug Use, Abuse, and Dependence.  Virginia Medical 
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External Review Committee, Department of Sociology, University of Notre Dame, 1998. 
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Occasional Reviewer, National Institutes of Health. 
 
Administration 
 
Executive Committee, Survey Research Center, Institute for Social Research, The University of 
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